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Shrewd with Worldly Wealth for Eternal Dwellings 
 

Luke 16:1-13 (NIV)  
1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, 
‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 3 “The manager said to 

himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—4 I know what I’ll do so 
that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, 

‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 “ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, 
and make it four hundred and fifty.’ 7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. “He 

told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 

people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also 

be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in 
handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will 

give you property of your own? 13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”  

Jesus had just finished teaching the parable of the prodigal son, concluding the story on a cliff-hanger, wondering if the older 
brother will make use of his father’s worldly wealth to celebrate the return of his formerly lost and wayward brother. Now our Lord 
continues teaching his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions.” (verse 1b) The rich 
man calls this manager to have him prepare to give an account with the understanding that his time of employment with him is 
over. The manager panics. He’s not strong enough to do manual labor. He will not beg. So, he figures out a plan to avoid both of 
these things and yet still be provided for after he gets fired.  

The manager brings in the people who owe his master money. He has them write completely new agreements with their own hands. 
He cuts what one of them owes by half. Another he cuts by 20%. By doing this for them, these debtors will be so grateful to the 
manager that they will receive him and take him in after he has lost his job. He secured for himself an earthly home as he was about 
to lose his job security. And, get this, “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly.” (verse 8a)  

This parable brings up a lot of questions. Is being shrewd a bad thing? I think we hear this word and we instantly think it is. When 
was the last time you heard the word “shrewd” being used as a compliment? But being shrewd means that you use good, astute, 
even clever judgment. While it’s good to be shrewd, people often use shrewdness to take advantage of others for their own 
personal gain. That’s what happened here. Did the manager do a good thing in changing the bills of his master’s debtors? In and of 
itself, no, absolutely not. This is dishonesty, and just as we heard in our first Bible reading from Amos, the Lord will call out his 
people on dishonest, cheating practices.  

So, what’s the take away? It’s kind of an argument from the lesser to the greater. Jesus explained: “The people of this world are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” (verses 8b-9) If this dishonest, sinful manager is 
shrewd enough, clever enough, to use worldly wealth to provide for himself after he is fired, are you as a follower of Christ also that 
shrewd, that clever, to use the riches that God has given you for something far better than a temporary dwelling in someone’s home 
after you get fired? Do you shrewdly use the riches God has given you to secure eternal dwellings for you and your friends?  

Is God telling me that I can use worldly wealth to buy heaven for me and my friends? No. God explicitly says that it is not perishable 
things such as gold or silver that bought your citizenship in heaven. Instead, you and I were bought at the price of the precious blood 
of Christ, the lamb without blemish or defect. The mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, gave himself as a 
ransom for all people.  

We have a bill before God, much like the people who owed the master in this parable. On that bill from God everything wrong we 
have ever done is listed. Every unhelpful action. Every act of disobedience against our parents, our boss. Every uncaring, unloving 
moment from our marriage. Every second of work time that we wasted instead of doing our job. Every unkind and untrue word 
spoken of another. Every hateful thought. Every worry. The dishonest manager reduces the bills, but the people still have to pay 



them. Our debt before God is piled too high. Even if we had all eternity, we could never pay it off because there is nothing we can do 
that can make up for a single sin and, on top of that, we keep on sinning. 

When it comes to our bill of sin, Jesus does something different than the dishonest manager, something honest and shocking. He 
took the whole bill for your sins and my sins and didn’t make up a new bill that was easier to pay. No, he took the money out of his 
own pocket and paid all these bills completely. He did this by keeping God’s commands for us, never once wracking up a single 
charge or a single offense against his Father. He paid the price with his suffering, his blood that poured from forehead where they 
smashed down that crown of thorns, his blood that poured from his veins as they hammered the nails through his skin and into the 
cross. The receipt of the payment is Jesus’ resurrection, his empty tomb. The resurrected Christ still bears the holes in his hands and 
the pierced side as the receipt to know that our bill of sin before God is paid in full. These are our heavenly riches. 

What about the commendation of this dishonest manager? This commendation is to get you to evaluate how you use the riches that 
God has given you. This manager was accused of wasting his master’s possessions. Can our Master, our Lord and our God, make the 
same accusation against us? We don’t have to look far to know that we have also mismanaged the riches God has given us. You may 
have made wise investment moves, started saving early for retirement, flipped a house, saved money by DIY projects. But, for me, I 
just look at what happens to the food in my house and question my stewardship of God’s gifts. We make a meal. It doesn’t all get 
eaten. Biscuits with bites out of them and leftover slices of pizza go into the garbage disposal along with the rest of dinner that isn’t 
enough to make another meal out of it. If there is enough to have another meal, it’s put in plastic containers and stored in the fridge. 
Sometimes we’ll reheat it and eat it. Other times it will sit there until the day you pull it out and see how green and fuzzy it’s gotten. 
Then that food makes its journey to the trash can or the garbage disposal. I don’t even make full use of the food sitting in my fridge. 
How can I say that I would make the best, most clever, most shrewd use of what God has given me – earthly or heavenly riches? 

Knowing the riches that God has given us, we live to serve him. Not to pay him back. No, the bill is paid in full. Trying to pay God back 
now is insulting and even more wasteful. Jesus instead directs us on how to make the best use of our wealth, “I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” (verse 9) Be shrewd in 
how you use your worldly wealth so that people can know how Christ has paid their bill in full and thus welcome them into the 
eternal dwellings of heaven.  

This shrewdness starts with examining our local mission, what is around us, what we can do as a church in Layton, Utah. Where can 
we maximize our efforts and our offerings so that the most people can be reached with this awesome message that Christ Jesus has 
paid their bill of sin in full? What is the best way that we can get God’s message out there? Nothing beats your personal invitation to 
a family member, a friend, a neighbor, a coworker. But that’s not the only thing we do. We want to maximize the worldly riches that 
God has blessed us with. That’s why we keep looking at different avenues to reach people. Twice a year, we reach 7,000 homes with 
a postcard mailer inviting people to come and hear God’s message of their bill of sin paid in full. Lately, we’ve also been using social 
media with Facebook posts and paid ads to do the same, to send invitations to people we don’t otherwise encounter to come and 
see our Lord and our God. This is why we do things like the school supply drive for EG King Elementary, hosting Trunk or Treat, and 
having the Angel Tree at Christmas time - using our worldly riches to show the people around us that even if we don’t know you, we 
still care about you both in body and spirit. This works by your shrewd usage of your time, your talents, and your treasures.  

We start local, but we don’t stop there. We think global. How can we get God’s message of the fully paid bill of sin out to all nations? 
In keeping with how God has blessed us, maybe we can give to organizations that have farther reach than we do. We can donate to 
organizations like Truth in Love Ministry, a specific gospel outreach ministry. We can give to our called worker training schools like 
Martin Luther College to help them equip future people and future generation to give themselves full-time in sharing God’s message 
of our bills of sin paid in full. Right now our national church body has the opportunity to build a seminary, a pastor training center, in 
Hanoi, Vietnam to instruct and train local people about God and what he has done so that they can proclaim God’s message to their 
people in their country. Many of these organizations have times when they have matching grants, meaning that if you give during 
those times, your gift is increased, doubled even. And there are so many other good causes that you can shrewdly give to in order to 
befriend people so that they can know God and by his message of our bills of sins paid in full be welcomed into eternal dwellings 
with him.  

God is challenging you and me: How can we make the best, most clever, most shrewd use of what he has given us to gain friends 
who are welcomed into eternal dwellings with God, with you? No matter what that looks like for each of us, we walk away with the 
awesome message that Jesus has paid each of our bills of sin in full, not a single penny more owed or received. In thanksgiving of his 
payment, we ask ourselves: What can we make the best use of what God has given us to share that message with others? Amen.  
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